8.JUN.2001 14:59 



ATKINSON BURRINGTON 



NO. 299 P. 33/51 



WO 01/27411 

^PCT/GB00/0382D 



20 

Claims 



10 



15 



20 



1 . Safety apparatus for the erection! of structures, comprising 
a first substantially vertical support: 
a second substantially vertical suppoA; and 
a supporting cable extending between said first and second 
supports, wherein 

said vertical supports are configu/ed to be adjustable in length and 
each includes a first fixing means and alsecond fixing means such that the 
length of a support may be adjusted by ifeleasing said first fixing means and 
then re.fixing said first fixing means aftefr said adjustment has been made. 

2. Apparatus according td claim 1. wherein said substantial 
vertical supports are made of a higj:»fy/tensile material. 



3. Apparatus accy^rding /tOj 
substantial vertical supportsrcompri: 



ai 



claims 1 jDd-'^r' wherein said 
upper and a lower tube. 




4. Apparatus a^eerdfncf to cl^lms-Yte^aTwherein said upper 
tubes of substantially vertical sup/orts are equipped with an internal and an 
external strengthening compone/t. 
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5. Apparatus accoribing to claim 4, wherein said external 
strengthening component is/ a steel cable, the tension of which is 
adjustable, 



6. Apparatus accirding to claims 1 li^^Twherein the diameter of 
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said lower tube Is different from the dlaniter of said upper tube so that said 
upper and lower tubes can slide vertjcalll Independently of one another. 

7. Apparatus according to cljim 1 wherein first and secgnd fixing 
means are of the type described In Figure 5. 
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8. Safety apparatus for the Erection of structures, comprising 
a first substantially vertical support; 
a second substantially vertical support; and 
multiple supporting cables e^jfending between said first and second 
supports, wherein 

said vertical supports are configured to be adjustable in length and 
each includes a first fixing meansfend a second fixing means such that the 
length of a support may be adjusted by releasing said first fixing means and 
then re-fixing said first fixing me^fre^fter said adjustment has been made. 



9. Apparatus 
cable is made of a highi; 



^r^^^wheri 



affconiJfag to dqim 1/^r^wherein said supporting 



^tensitelmateric 
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10. Apparatus accoAiing to claim 1 ^pr^-fflvherGin the tension of 
said supporting cable is adjurftahle by cable-clamping devices implemented 
on said substantially vertical feupports. 
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1 1 . Method of erecting safety apparatus during the assembly of a 
stmcture, comprising the sraps of 



attaching the first su 



)stantially vertical support to said stmcture; 



attaching the second substantially vertical support to said structure* 
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extending a cable between said firs^and second supports and 

attaching a safety harness to said <able. wherein 

said vertical supports are configured to be adjustable in length and 
each Includes a first fixing means and a Jecond fixing means such that the 
length of a support may be adjusted by rieasing sard first fixing means and 
then re-fhclng said fixing means after saidadjustment. 
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12. A method according to claim 11, wherein said substantial 
vertical supports are made of a highly tensile material. 

13. A method according /o claims 11 jgtt^g. wherein said 
substantial vertical supports compri/e an upper and a lower tube. 

14. A method according to claims 11 ^jcM-sTwherein said upper 
tubes of substantially vertical $up6orts are equipped wtth an Internal and an 
external strengthening component 
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15. A method 
strengthening componer 
adjustable. 



scon 



ling to claim 14. wherein saicj external 
is /a, steel cablfS. the tension of which js 
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16. A method accoWing to claims 11 li>1<wherein the diameter 
of said lower tube is differerft from the diameter of said upper tube so that 
said upper and lower tub^s can slide vertically independently of one 
another. 



A method adhording to claim 11 wherein fixing means are of 
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the type described in Figure 5. 
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18. Method of erecting safety apparatus during the assembly of a 
structure, comprising the steps of 

attaching the first substantially A^ertlcal support to said structure; 
attaching the second .substanUally vertical support to said structure; 
extending multiple cables between said first and second supports 

and 

attaching a safety harness to/said cables, wherein 
said vertical supports are cpnfigured to be adjustable in length and 
each includes a first fixing means/and a second fixing means such that the 
length of a support may be adjusfed by releasing said first fixing means and 
then re-fixing said fixing mear]$ said adjustment. 

19. A method acdbrdjffld to cl^ 11 of>T^wherein said supporting 
cable is made of a highly tensifel material. 

20. A method acconing to claim 11 et>8^herein the tension of 
said supporting cable is adjuslpble by cable-clamping devices implemented 
on said substantially vertical supports. 




